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H I S T O R Y

680 Madison Avenue is  a Manhattan icon, blending architectural  dist inction with
a storied social  legacy.  Built  in 1950 as the successor to the Ritz-Carlton’s  Carlton
House ,  this  f ifteen-story neo-Georgian residential  hotel ,  designed by Kenneth B.
Norton ,  features recessed massing,  projecting bays,  f luted pilasters,  and elegant
casement windows—a refined mid-century interpretation of  Georgian and neo-
Classical  styles.

From its  1951 debut,  Carlton House served as a discreet social  hub ,  hosting debutante balls,
weddings,  and private dinners,  with residents including Lucius D. Clay,  Joseph Revson,  and Jean
Riboud .  Acquired in 1964 by Harry Helmsley and Lawrence Wien and renamed the Helmsley Carlton
House ,  i ts  prestige grew further with the 1980s arrival  of  Pierre Cardin’s  Maxim’s de Paris.

Today, 680 Madison Avenue remains a rare Manhattan address where architectural  elegance meets
historic social  prominence.
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